PRACTICE. PLACES. PEOPLE.

PROTECT CCNA,
PROTECT FLORIDA

First, there were three log cabins in
Tallahassee.
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Then, in 1826, a two-story masonry building, just over 1,000 square feet, was
built for the government of the new U.S. territory of Florida. That building served
for more than a decade until Congress appropriated $20,000 for a new Florida
capitol in 1839. That brick building, which now forms the core of the Old Capitol,
was completed in 1845, just before Florida officially became a state.
As Florida grew, so did the capitol, gaining a cupola and two wings.
By 1972, government had long since outgrown the old structure and a 22-story
modern executive office building with attached House and Senate chambers
and offices was built. The Old Capitol reopened as the Florida Center for Political
History and Governance.
The new, $43 million Capitol Complex was designed by Edward Durell Stone,
FAIA, who also designed the National Geographic Society headquarters, the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the Gallery of Modern Art in
New York City. The International style of the building was meant to evoke modern
Florida.
The same year construction began on the towering new Capitol complex –
1973 – the Florida Legislature passed the Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation
Act. CCNA is a system of qualifications-based public procurement (QBS) for
professional design and construction services.
Even today, nearly 50 years later, Florida’s statute is the QBS gold standard
across the country.
CCNA ensures that the best, most qualified professionals design and manage the
construction of public buildings and structures.
Florida’s data-driven, qualifications-based selection of design professionals saves
lives.1 QBS ensures Florida’s public buildings are safe and, in the long run, more
economical as it results in a high-performing, resilient built environment that best
serves Florida and its people.
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Now, as construction once again changes the face of the Florida Capitol
Complex, we can see from our windows QBS at work, ensuring quality, resilient
work for the people of the state.
1 American Institute of Architects, Dodge Data and Analytics, “Qualifications-Based Architectural Selection: A Comparison With FeeBased Methodology,” 2019.
Chinowsky, Paul S., and Gordon A. Kingsley, “An Analysis of Issues Pertaining to Qualifications-Based Selection,” American Council of
Engineering Companies, American Public Works Association, 2009.

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

Deregulation

SB 344 by Sen. Manny Diaz (R-Hialeah Gardens) and HB 471 (Rep. Alex Rizo,
R-Hialeah) calls for the review and sunsetting of occupational and professional
licenses, including architecture, under the DBPR.
Safe shelter is a fundamental human need. Architects are licensed to protect the
health, safety and welfare of all who interact with the built environment. Architects
are licensed upon completion of a rigorous education program and a thorough
examination process.
The practice of architecture by unqualified individuals endangers the health, safety
and welfare of Floridians and visitors.
Whether designing public buildings like schools, hospitals or state capitol
buildings, this process can only be led by trained, skilled and state-licensed
architects.
Request: Architects, in their protection of health, safety and welfare, should be
removed from these bills.

Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act

CCNA ensures the best overall project delivery, cost management and owner
satisfaction. In fact, according to a two-year study by the University of Colorado
and Georgia Tech, public entities that use QBS-style procurement methods
for these services are better able to control construction costs and achieve a
consistently higher degree of project satisfaction.
Request: Oppose any legislative action that may seek to weaken CCNA’s
qualifications-based selection process.

Resiliency

HB 315 – Rep. Chip LaMarca (R – Lighthouse Point) and SB 514 – Sen. Ray
Rodrigues (R – Ft. Myers) create the statewide Office of Resiliency and the
statewide Sea-Level Rise Task Force.
Florida faces ever-increasing threats from water, including from sea level rise,
rainfall, storm surge, seasonal high groundwater, urban runoff and tidal flooding.
Regardless of inland or coastal location, all of Florida is or will be directly affected
by flooding, threatening property values and habitation.
Request: AIA Florida supports the adoption of HB 315 and SB 514. Architects are
uniquely qualified to advise the task force as it deliberates potential impacts and
solutions.

AT AIA FLORIDA, WE BELIEVE IN ...
Leadership -building trust through collaboration and participation
Integrity - doing the right thing for the right reason
Ethics - maintaining the highest standard of professionalism
Impact - making a societal difference through architectural excellence
Service - creating a legacy of selflessness in the community
Innovation - cultivating a culture of forward-thinking
Stewardship - nurturing that which has been entrusted to us

AIA Florida is a united association of architects who lead the
shaping of Florida’s future. We are the stewards of communities
and resources through the POWER OF ARCHITECTURE.
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